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frankness, courage, any other excellent virtue? The
child is even worse off in such a case That particular
virtue becomes detestable, no other virtue is inviting,
and he is acquiring no strength to stand alone but waits
in all his doings for promptings from without Perhaps
the gravest danger attending this practice is that every
suggestion received lays the person open to the next
and the next A due respect for the peisonahty of
children and a dread of making them incompetent to
conduct their own lives will make us chary of employing
a means so dangerous, no matter how good the immediate
end

Akin to suggestion is influence, which acts not so
much by well-diiected word or inciting action as by a
sort of atmospheie proceeding from the teacher and
enveloping the taught I/ate in the last century goody-
goody books were written about the beauty of influence,
the duty of influence, the study of the means of influence,
and children were brought up with the notion that to
influence other persons consciously was a moral duty
No doubt such influence is inevitable, we must needs
affect one another, not so much by what we do or say
as by that which we are, and so far influence is natural
and wholesome We imbibe it from persons real and
imaginary and we are kept strong and upright by currents
and counter-currents of unstudied influence Supineness
before a single, steady, persistent influence is a different
matter, and the schoolgirl who idolises her mistress,
the boy who worships his master, is deprived of the
chance of free and independent living His personality
fails to develop and he goes into the world as a parasitic
plant, clinging ever to the support of some stronger
character

So far we have considered incidental ways of tres-
passing upon those rights of personality proper to children,
but we have more pervasive, if less injurious, ways of